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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) social and economic status of farmers, ( 2)
knowledge and understanding of farmers in rice production, ( 3) the situations of rice production by
farmers, (4) the extension needs of farmers for rice production, (5 ) the problems and suggestions of
farmers on the extension of rice production. The population in this study was 703 farmers being registered
in 2014/2015 as the farmers who had in-season rice farming. 158 samples were selected by using simple
random_sampling methodology. The data were collected by using interviewed questionnaire. The
statistical methodology was used to analyze the data by computerized program including frequency,
percentage, mean, minimum value, maximum value, and standard deviation. The findings of this study
were as follows: (1) more than a half of the interviewed farmers were male, with average age of 50.35
years; they were educated at primary level; the average experience in rice farming was 20.69 years; more
than a half of them had their own land for rice farming along with some rented land; the average of rice
farming area was 34.29 rai (1 rai = 1,600 square meters); and the average household labor was 2.3
persons. They had generally received information on rice production at low level from various sources;
they received information from personal media at the most level, such as community leaders, besides,
they had received information from group media, mass media, information technology/IT media
respectively. (2) Two-thirds of farmers had knowledge and understanding of rice in soil preparation,
seeds preparation and sowing, fertilizer, cultivation and harvesting at moderate level. (3) All of farmers
conducted wet seeded rice production, used 25 kilograms of seeds per rai and applied fertilizer twice; the
most of pest were found including bacterial leaf blight, rice leaffolder, little ironweed, and rodent. (4) The
farmers generally needed the extension of rice production at high level. Their needs as follows: the needs
for the knowledge of rice production was at high level, which the highest needs were the knowledge of
pest control and weed control respectively. They needed to be supported at high level, the highest level
was the needs of production inputs, and the high level of needs were the follow up and advisement
regularly of the agricultural extensionist. They needs in marketing support was at high level, the needs for
marketplaces/rice center was at the highest level, the needs for the rice production planning was also high,
too. The methods of the extension of rice production were at moderate level, they needed to be supported
individually at highest level, for example, they would like to meet agricultural extensionist themselves.
They also needed to be supported via group, for example training courses and practice should be
organized for them. Hence, they needed to be supported in the form of mass media at lowest level, for
example program/applications for agriculture. (5) the farmers generally had problems at the highest level,
such as the trend of price to be decreased, the risk of natural disasters, and price controlled by mill owners
or middlemen. They suggested that the public agency should support rice production by increasing price
of rice and the water supply should be sufficient for rice farming.

Keywords: Agricultural extension needs, Extension of rice production, Saraburi Province
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